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PURPOSE

The purpose of the ERA-EDTA Fellowship Programme is to support basic and clinical research in the field of Nephrology in Europe. In particular to favour
the growth of young investigators, to spread specific clinical techniques of Nephrology to all the European Countries and to improve the clinical skills of
young nephrologists.

In addition, the ERA-EDTA Fellowship Programme will facilitate scientific exchange and collaboration between European Research Institutions and clinical
cooperation between European Renal Centres.
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KINDS OF FELLOWSHIP

ERA-EDTA supports two kinds of Fellowships:

a) Long-Term Fellowship intended for advanced training through research

b) Short-Term Fellowship intended for two different possibilities:

1) promoting a research collaboration between two institutions

2) training in specific clinical techniques (e.g. renal biopsy and pathology, epidemiological and statistical skills, renal ultrasound, etc).
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INSTITUTIONS

All applications must involve a receiving institution located in Europe and the application should preferably involve movement between countries.

The favoured form of application is that the applicant and the receiving institution are both located in Europe, or in a country bordering Europe or bordering
the Mediterranean Sea *, but scientists from these regions currently working in a non-European country (e.g. North-America) are also welcome to apply to
return back to Europe or a country bordering Europe or bordering the Mediterranean Sea.

Candidates who interrupted their career due to childcare for at least 1 year will also be given special consideration when applying to stay within the same
country (please indicate career breaks in your application).

Applications for long term fellowships to be held in the laboratory, institute or department in which the candidate obtained his or her MD or PhD, or to work
again with the candidate's MD or PhD supervisor, no matter where the latter is located, are not considered.

Requests to change laboratory or project once a fellowship has started, will have to be considered by the SAB (ERA-EDTA Scientific Advisory Board), upon
request sent by the applicant to the President of ERA-EDTA. Requests for such changes have to be fully justified by the candidate and are granted only in
extreme circumstances.

* Here the list of countries of ERA-EDTA geographical area: Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, FYRM of Macedonia, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden,
Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom.

Long-Term Fellowship:

Both the home and host institution should have a track record in high quality research, so that there is a high likelihood that the research programme
carried out during the fellowship will be successful and can be successfully continued after return of the fellow to the home institution.

The research focus of the home institution should always be in the field of nephrology (basic, clinical or translational). The research focus of the receiving
institution can also lie in an area other than kidney function and disease, provided that the research project carried out during the fellowship is related to
kidney function and disease and will be continued in this area.

Short-Term Fellowship: ERA-EDTA does not consider applications for short term fellowships to prolong visits begun under other auspices, or as bridging
fellowships between, or prior to, long term stays funded by ERA-EDTA, other organizations, the host institute or industry. Applications for fellowships to
attend courses, workshops, or symposia will not be considered.

Applications to work in an industrial research laboratory with a view to developing new products or procedures will not be considered. However, research
centres for basic research which are endowed by industries will be eligible.
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DURATION

The duration of the Long-Term Fellowship is 6-24 months; and for the Short-Term Fellowship 2 weeks-6 months.

For Long-Term Fellowship only:

a) Fellows are entitled to 3 months maternity leave during their fellowship. Fellows who take maternity leave during the fellowship are entitled to an



extension of their fellowship for a period of up to 3 months. For child care reasons it is also possible to apply to work part-time during the fellowship with
the maximum time (full-time plus part-time) not exceeding 36 months.

b) it is acceptable to use ERA-EDTA support to complete work already initiated with the support of another organization or institution. The maximum time
for a combination of this previous support with that from ERA-EDTA will be 36 months.

c)The SAB may also award a shorter period than requested.
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ELIGIBILITY

Long-Term Fellowship: Applications are only considered from candidates with a maximum of 10 years post doctoral experience. Exceptions are made for
applicants with career breaks due to military service or childcare.

Applicants should have a long-term commitment to perform research in the field of kidney function or disease and related areas, including renal pathology,
pathophysiology, hypertension, cardiovascular consequences of renal disease, clinical epidemiology, dialysis and transplantation.

As a preferential qualification, applicants must have publications, on the topic of the research, in press or published in an international peer reviewed
journal at the time of application. Publication updates can not be accepted after the application deadline.

In addition, applicants should have sufficient basal research experience in the field of their proposed project.

Short-Term Fellowship:

The fellowships are not restricted to candidates with significant research or clinical experience, although candidates with little experience have a lower
priority.

There is no age limit.

Short-term fellowships are established to advance kidney research by helping basic and clinical investigators to visit another institution with a view to
applying a technique not available in the home institution or to promote a research or clinical collaboration between two institutions.

ERA-EDTA does not consider applications for short term fellowships to prolong visits begun under other auspices, or as bridging fellowships between, or
prior to, long term stays funded by ERA-EDTA, other organizations, the host institute or industry.

Applications for fellowships to attend courses, workshops, or symposia will not be considered.

On completion of the fellowship applicants must return to their home institution.
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APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Applications have to be submitted online through the ERA-EDTA website.
Candidates can only submit applications for one project at one host laboratory at each round of selection.

The fact that an applicant has previously held an ERA-EDTA short or long term fellowship does not preclude further applications for a fellowship for a new
project in. It is not possible to hold both a short-term and a long-term fellowship at the same time.
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DEADLINE

The deadlines are always: March 15th — first deadline
September 1st — second deadline.

The deadline can be changed by the ERA-EDTA Council in case of need.
If this happens, the new date will appear as soon as possible on the ERA-EDTA web-site.
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SELECTION

The SAB does a pre-screening evaluation and initial review and defines whether a review by an external expert is advisable.

Long-Term Fellowship: The basis for selection is a combination of the C.V. of the candidate (with due recognition given to the institutional context in
which the candidate had worked), the project as presented, the record of the receiving institution and the long-term career perspective of the applicant.

Short-Term Fellowship: the reviewers are asked to judge the quality of the candidate, the research project and the receiving institution, but the major
criterion deciding whether or not to award a fellowship will be the projected benefit to the home institution of the applicant. It is considered favourable
when the proposed fellowship helps to establish, continue or intensify a long-term collaboration between the applicant's home and host institution.

Each application is scored independently by members of SAB. Then the SAB meets to consider the applications at once and, finally, to score them. The SAB
meeting can be done also by teleconference or other electronic media.

The SAB sends the outcome of the selection to the ERA-EDTA Fellowship Office that will take care of immediately informing the ERA-EDTA President, the
Secretary-Treasurer and the Councilor in charge for the Fellowship Programme. After the approval by the ERA-EDTA Council, the ERA-EDTA Fellowship

Office sends the result to EMBO, publishes it on the ERA-EDTA web-site and sends a letter to all the applicants, signed by the President of ERA-EDTA, with
the result of his/her application (acceptance/rejection).
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START OF FELLOWSHIP



The fellowships can start without any further significant delay after reception of approval and not later than six months from the notification of approval by
the ERA-EDTA Fellowship office.
Exception to this rule can be decided, upon motivated request, by the President of ERA-EDTA.

PAYMENT

The fellowship subsistence rates are calculated according to the guidelines of the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) (http://www.era-
edta.org/images/EMBO_STF_Rates2012_ EUR.pdf and http://www.era-edta.org/images/EMBO_LTF Rateslocal2012.pdf). In the event of early
termination of the fellowship, any payments made after the date of termination will have to be repaid as well as the relevant portion of the travel money.
When the fellowship is accepted for a very brief period, the entire travel allowance will have to be returned.

a) Long-Term Fellowship: the fellowships provide the travel costs and a stipend for the fellow and his/her family.

b) Short-Term Fellowship: the fellowships provide the travel costs plus subsistence for the fellow only.
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PUBLICATIONS

Every publication of work executed while in receipt of an ERA-EDTA fellowship must acknowledge the help given by the Association and a reprint must be
sent to the ERA-EDTA Fellowships Office. A copy of publications must also be submitted with the final report.
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END OF FELLOWSHIP REPORT

At the end of the fellowship the researchers are asked to provide ERA-EDTA with a report of the activity done at the receiving institution as well as the
reprints of any publications done during the fellowship. The report must be signed by the supervisor.

The End Report Form may include diagrams, charts or illustrations to enhance the results. It is available either at the ERA-EDTA Fellowship and Research
Grant Secretariat, or by clicking on the bottom here below.

END OF FELLOWSHIP
REPORT FORM

The report and the publications should be sent, within three months after the end of the fellowship, to the ERA-EDTA Fellowship and Research Grant
Secretariat which will forward them to the SAB.

SAB then sends its comments to the ERA-EDTA Fellowship and Research Grant Secretariat.

The ERA-EDTA Fellowship and Research Grant Secretariat informs the ERA-EDTA President and Secretary-Treasurer as well as the council member in
charge of the Fellowships.

Upon receipt of the end report, the researcher will receive a certificate by way of acknowledgement. This document will include the dates and duration of
the fellowship, the place, ERA-EDTA LTF or STF number and the title of the project.

It is important, when sending the end report, to clearly indicate the ERA-EDTA LTF or STF number and current address, in case it is different from the one
submitted at the time of the application.
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WHERE TO DO THE FELLOWSHIP

The applicants have the right to propose any European Centre where to do his/her fellowship.

To simplify the contacts between the applicants and the Centres, they have been created two lists of some Clinical and some Research Centres proposing to
receive a fellow.

Here below the links to the lists:

LIST OF THE RESEARCH CENTRES LIST OF THE CLINICAL CENTRES

For both the Long-Term and the Short-Term Fellowships, the ERA-EDTA Council publishes a Call for European Research Centres interested in receiving a
fellow from another European country.

The call requires a short synopsis (max 3500 characters) on research programme in nephrology/ dialysis/ transplantation and the current lines of research
of the host institute.

A similar Call is published for those Short Term Fellowships which are clinically oriented.

The call requires the specific techniques (e.g. renal biopsy and pathology, epidemiological and statistical skills, renal ultrasound, etc) in which the fellows
could be trained.

The SAB is required to suggest to the ERA-EDTA Council both possible areas for improvement of clinical nephrology as well as a list of possible Centres to
be invited by the Council to join the ERA-EDTA Fellowship Programme.

During the Applications evaluation the SAB will consider if the project can be performed at the receiving institution.

Both lists will be published on the website of the Association as a link to the page of the Fellowship Programme.

Here below you can download both forms:

Call for European Call for European
RESEARCH CENTERS CLINICAL CENTERS
interested in receiving a interested in receiving a
fellow from another fellow from another

European country European country



http://www.era-edta.org/images/EMBO_STF_Rates2012_EUR.pdf
http://www.era-edta.org/images/EMBO_STF_Rates2012_EUR.pdf
http://www.era-edta.org/images/EMBO_LTF_RatesLocal2012.pdf
http://www.era-edta.org/images/End_of_fellowship_report.doc
http://www.era-edta.org/images/research_center_list.pdf
http://www.era-edta.org/images/Clinical-center_list.pdf
http://www.era-edta.org/images/Call_for_RC.doc
http://www.era-edta.org/images/Call_for_CL.doc
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SPECIAL FELLOWSHIP

The Council of ERA-EDTA can define a certain number of Fellowships to support current or new activities of the association (e.g. Registry, epidemiological
studies, research or clinical support to some countries, etc). This particular kind of this fellowship is announced on the web-site at least one month before
its deadline (at any time during the year). The applications are submitted to SAB for rapid approval, preferably by using electronic media and do not have
any limitation regarding the Country, the town or the Institute where the applicant works. The other rules (duration, start, payment, publications, End
Report) are the same ones of for the Long-Term Fellowships.
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To contact us for further questions send an e-mail message to fellowships@era-edta.org

Next deadline 15/03/2012

To submit your application click here: http://era-edta.embo.org/index.php
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